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Community activists were delighted with the passage of the Community
Reinvestment Act, but they came to realize that it would take more than
the word of law to bring about real change. This book gives voice to the
activists who took it upon themselves to agitate for increased
investment by financial institutions in their local communities. They tell
of their struggles to get banks, mortgage companies and others to
rethink their lending policies. Their stories, drawn from experiences in
Chicago, New York, Milwaukee, Boston, Pittsburgh, and other cities
around the country, offer insight into the
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Sommario/riassunto This IBM Redbooks publication is primarily intended for use by IBM
Clients and IBM Business Partners. The current direction in the Business
Intelligence marketplace is towards data mart consolidation. Originally
data marts were built for many different reasons, such as departmental
or organizational control, faster query response times, easier and faster
to design and build, and fast payback. However, data marts did not
always provide the best solution when it came to viewing the business
enterprise as a whole. They provide benefits to the department or
organization to whom they belong, but typically do not give
management the information they need to efficiently and effectively run
the business. In many cases the data marts led to the creation of
departmental or organizational data silos (non-integrated sources of
data). That is, information was available to the particular department or
organization, but was not integrated across all the department’s or
organizations. Worse yet, many data marts were built without concern
for the others. This led to inconsistent definitions of the data,
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inconsistent collection of data, inconsistent collection times for the
data, and so on. The result was an inconsistent picture of the business
for management, and an inability for good business performance
management. The solution is to consolidate those data silos to provide
management the information they need.
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The Funeral Casino is a heretical ethnography of the global age. Setting
his book within Thailand's pro-democracy movement and the street
massacres that accompanied it, Alan Klima offers a strikingly original
interpretation of mass-mediated violence through a study of funeral
gambling and Buddhist meditation on death. The fieldwork for the book
began in 1992, when a freewheeling market of illegal "massacre-
imagery" videos blossomed in Bangkok on the very site where, days
earlier, for the third time in two decades, a military-controlled
government had killed scores of unarmed pro-democracy protesters.
Such killings and their subsequent representation have lent force to
Thailand's transition from military control to a "media-financial
complex." Probing the ways in which death is marketed, visualized, and
remembered through practices both local and global, Klima inverts
conventional relationships between ethnography and theory through a
compelling narrative that reveals a surprising new direction available to
anthropology and critical theory. Ethnography here engages with the
philosophy of activism and the politics of memory, media
representation of violence, and globalization. In focusing on the
particular array of tactics in Thai Buddhism and protest politics for
connecting death and life, past and present, this book unveils a vivid
and haunting picture of community, responsibility, and accountability
in the new world order.


