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'Barbarism and Religion' - Edward Gibbon's own phrase - is the title of
an acclaimed  sequence of works by John Pocock designed to situate
Gibbon, and his Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, in a series of
contexts in the history of eighteenth-century Europe. This is a major
intervention from one of the world's leading historians of ideas,
challenging the notion of any one 'Enlightenment' and positing instead
a plurality of enlightenments, of which the English was one. In this first
volume, The Enlightenments of Edward Gibbon, John Pocock follows
Gibbon through his youthful exile in Switzerland and his criticisms of
the Encyclopedie, and traces the growth of his historical interests down
to the conception of the Decline and Fall itself.
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"The necklace of the Pleiades" is a volume on Persian literature, culture
and religion by Persian scholars from around the world. This book
reflects the state of the field of Persian literary studies and will be of
substantial interest not only to scholars of Iranian culture, history and
religions, but of Middle Eastern and South Asian studies, as well. The
topics of the 24 essays range from the Persian Alexander romance, to
Ferdowsi's Shahnama and other epics, the poetics and imagery of the
ghazal and the qasida, Mughal court poetry, Sufism, Ismaili history,
Baha'i literature, Iranian linguistics, the modern writer Sadeq Hedayat,
and the reception of Salman Rushdie's novel in Persian translation.
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