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Professor Barbara Hardy is a noted critic of nineteenth-century fiction
but her essays on Dickens have hitherto been scattered widely among
critical journals and anthologies. The seven studies she has here
collected, introduced, and in part revised, together make up a
sustained exploration of the moral concern which informs the novelist's
work and gives to his portrayal of society and the individual its unique
quality. A general discussion of the moral nature of Dickens' art leads
to a study of patterns of change and conversion and this in turn to a
close examination of four representative nov
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This book provides a profound geographical description and analysis of
Central Asia. The authors take a synthetic approach in a period of
critical transformation in the post-soviet time. The monograph
analyzes comprehensively the physical and human geography as well as
human-nature interactions of Central Asia with focus on Kazakhstan,
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. Natural
processes are described at a systemic scale, focusing on ecological
impacts and consequences and contemporary human adaptations and
organization. It also discusses in which ways the human organizations
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try to apply solutions for their needs such as security, territorial
management and resources renewability, material and functional
needs, identity elaborations, culture and communication. The
Geography of Central Asia appeals to scientists and students of
regional geography and interested academics from other areas such as
social, political, economic and environmental studies within the context
of Central Asia. The book is also a very useful resource for field trips
into this area.


