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The Learner's Perspective Study ascribes to the premise that the
investigation of social practice within the mathematics classrooms must
attend to the learners’ practice with at least the same priority as that
accorded to the teachers’ practice. In focusing on student voice within
this partnership, as enacted in many different guises across different
cultures and socio-political learning environments, we hope that we
will be better informed to understand the relationship between
pedagogy and learning mathematics, and between pedagogy and the
empowerment of diverse learners. Research findings from the Learner's
Perspective Study reported in this book and its companion volumes
affirm just how culturally-situated are the practices of classrooms
around the world and the extent to which students are collaborators
with the teacher, complicit in the development and enactment of
patterns of participation that reflect individual, societal and cultural
priorities and associated value systems. In this book, we attend closely
to this collaboration with our focus on the voice of the student.
Collectively, the authors consider how the deliberate inclusion of
student voice can be used to enhance our understandings of
mathematics classrooms, of mathematics learning, and of mathematics
outcomes for students in classrooms around the world. The Learner’s
Perspective Study aims to juxtapose the observable practices of the
classroom and the meanings attributed to those practices by classroom
participants. The LPS research design documents sequences of at least
ten lessons, using three video cameras, supplemented by the
reconstructive accounts of classroom participants obtained in post-
lesson video-stimulated interviews, and by test and questionnaire data,
and copies of student written material. In each participating country,
data generation focuses on the classrooms of three teachers, identified
by the local mathematics education community as competent, and
situated in demographically different school communities within the
one major city. The large body of complex data supports both the
characterization of practice in the classrooms of competent teachers
and the development of theory.


