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This book provides a fresh analysis of the demography, health and
well-being of a major African city.  It brings a range of disciplinary
approaches to bear on the pressing topics of urban poverty, urban
health inequalities and urban growth.  The approach is primarily spatial
and includes the integration of environmental information from
satellites and other geospatial sources with social science and health
survey data. The authors Ghanaians and outsiders, have worked to
understand the urban dynamics in this burgeoning West African
metropolis, with an emphasis on urban disparities in health and living
standards. Few cities in the global South have been examined from so
many different perspectives. Our analysis employs a wide range of
GIScience methods, including analysis of remotely sensed imagery and
spatial statistical analysis, applied to a wide range of data, including
census, survey and health clinic data, all of which are supplemented by
field work, including systematic social observation, focus groups, and
key informant interviews. This book aims to explain and highlight the
mix of methods, and the important findings that have been emerging
from this research, with the goal of providing guidance and inspiration
for others doing similar work in cities of other developing nations.


