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This book provides a cross-sectoral, multi-scale assessment of
development-directed investments in the wider Mekong Region. The
wider Mekong Region includes Lao PDR, Cambodia, Thailand, Vietnam,
Myanmar and the Chinese Province of Yunnan. This book gives
important insight into how future sustainability will depend on the
development of effective governance mechanisms at the level of the
Mekong region. Evidence highlights a limited set of critical dynamics
that generate a high level of connectivity between these countries,
including human migration, natural resource flows and increasing
levels of private and State financial investments. Besides regional
connectivity, this assessment considers cross-sectoral implications, in
particular those between the water, food and energy sectors. The
majority of nationally planned and implemented development decisions
in the wider Mekong Region aim for either improved water access,
increased energy supply or improved food security. Investments in any
of these three sectors are critical as they are closely linked, harbouring
potential trade-offs and unintended side effects. Successfully
managing the water, food and energy nexus demands an
understanding of direct and indirect connections. A few identified
connections are direct trade-offs, for example the use of water for
either food or energy crops. Other connections are indirect and their
estimated magnitude suggests their critical importance. Identified
nexus criticalities include fish stock management, land tenure, risk
management of monoculture plantations and migration dynamics. The
sustainability of the wider Mekong region will partly depend on how
successfully these processes can be managed. Managing nexus
criticalities, in contrast to specific sectoral investments, represents an



alternate and potentially effective locus of policy intervention and
initiative. Using case studies that include mainstream dams in the lower
Mekong basin, water diversions between Lao PDR and Thailand,
investments in response to rising sea level, this volume provides critical
information for researchers and policymakers. The research was
generously funded and supported through the AusAID CSIRO

Alliance. .



