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Part 1: Understanding Cooperatives and Cooperative Law -- Part 2: The
Convergence of Cooperative Law -- Part 3: Cooperative Law: an
International Overview -- Part 4: Comparative Cooperative Law.
The degree of development reached by cooperatives of different
sectors throughout the world, which among others led to the UN
declaring 2012 as the International Year of Cooperatives, needs to be
accompanied by a similar development of corresponding legislation. To
this end, a better knowledge of cooperative law from the comparative
point of view, as has already been established for other types of
enterprises, becomes of great importance. This book strives to fill this
gap, and is divided into four parts. The first part offers an analytic and
conceptual framework with which to understand, study and assess
cooperative law from a transnational and comparative perspective. The
second part includes several chapters dealing with attempts to
harmonize cooperative laws. The third part contains an overview of
more than 30 national cooperative laws, while the last part summarizes
and compares these national cooperative laws, thus laying the
foundation for a comparative cooperative law doctrine.
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