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Experimental studies in the field of cardiac valve biology are now
demonstrating that the cardiac valve disease process is an active
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biology with risk factors analogous to vascular risk
factors.  Understanding the risk factors is also evolving rapidly, giving
physicians and scientists insight into the cellular mechanisms and
raising the possibility of treating these valve lesions with other options
besides surgical valve repair. Our knowledge of right-sided valve
lesions is also rapidly becoming important in the field of valvular
medicine. Not only is the pathology different from left-sided valve
lesions, but the hemodynamic compromise is more complex and
difficult to treat in patients who develop tricuspid or pulmonic valve
disease. Early diagnosis and careful management of this patient
population is critical for long term outcomes in this patient
population.   Cardiac Valvular Medicine represents an overview of the
most recent science, clinical trials and new discoveries in the field of
valvular heart disease. The editor has assembled a team of highly
experienced contributors to provide a thorough translational
understanding of the current and future treatments for this patient
population. Cardiologists, internists, family practice physicians, cardiac
surgeons and basic scientists will all find enormous benefit from this
textbook.


