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Although fragments from music manuscripts have occupied a place of
considerable importance since the very early days of modern
musicology, a collective, up-to-date, and comprehensive discussion of
the various techniques and approaches for their study was lacking. On-
line resources have also become increasingly crucial for the
identification, study, and textual/musical reconstruction of fragmentary
sources. Disiecta Membra Musicae. Studies in Musical Fragmentology
aims at reviewing the state of the art in the study of medieval music
fragments in Europe, the variety of methodologies for studying the
repertory and its transmission, musical palaeography, codicology,
liturgy, historical and cultural contexts, etc. This collection of essays
provides an opportunity to reflect also on broader issues, such as the
role of fragments in last century’s musicology, how fragmentary
material shaped our conception of the written transmission of early
European music, and how new fragments are being discovered in the
digital age. Known fragments and new technology, new discoveries and
traditional methodology alternate in this collection of essays, whose
topics range from plainchant to ars nova and fifteenth- to sixteenth-
century polyphony.


