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Cryptography has experienced rapid development, with major advances
recently in both secret and public key ciphers, cryptographic hash
functions, cryptographic algorithms and multiparty protocols, including
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their software engineering correctness verification, and various
methods of cryptanalysis. This textbook introduces the reader to these
areas, offering an understanding of the essential, most important, and
most interesting ideas, based on the authors' teaching and research
experience.  After introducing the basic mathematical and
computational complexity concepts, and some historical context,
including the story of Enigma, the authors explain symmetric and
asymmetric cryptography, electronic signatures and hash functions,
PGP systems, public key infrastructures, cryptographic protocols, and
applications in network security. In each case the text presents the key
technologies, algorithms, and protocols, along with methods of design
and analysis, while the content is characterized by a visual style and all
algorithms are presented in readable pseudocode or using simple
graphics and diagrams. The book is suitable for undergraduate and
graduate courses in computer science and engineering, particularly in
the area of networking, and it is also a suitable reference text for self-
study by practitioners and researchers. The authors assume only basic
elementary mathematical experience, the text covers the foundational
mathematics and computational complexity theory.
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The threat of unstoppable plagues, such as AIDS and Ebola, is always
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with us. In Europe, the most devastating plagues were those from the
Black Death pandemic in the 1300s to the Great Plague of London in
1665. For the last 100 years, it has been accepted that Yersinia pestis,
the infective agent of bubonic plague, was responsible for these
epidemics. This book combines modern concepts of epidemiology and
molecular biology with computer-modelling. Applying these to the
analysis of historical epidemics, the authors show that they were not, in
fact, outbreaks of bubonic plague. Biology of Plagues offers a
completely new interdisciplinary interpretation of the plagues of Europe
and establishes them within a geographical, historical and demographic
framework. This fascinating detective work will be of interest to readers
in the social and biological sciences, and lessons learnt will underline
the implications of historical plagues for modern-day epidemiology.


