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Melancholy is not only about sadness, despair, and loss. As
Renaissance artists and philosophers acknowledged long ago, it can
engender a certain kind of creativity born from a deep awareness of the
mutability of life and the inevitable cycle of birth and death. Drawing on
psychoanalysis, philosophy, and the intellectual history of the history of
art, The Melancholy Art explores the unique connections between
melancholy and the art historian's craft. Though the objects art
historians study are materially present in our world, the worlds from
which they come are forever lost to time. In this eloquent and inspiring
book, Michael Ann Holly traces how this disjunction courses through
the history of art and shows how it can give rise to melancholic
sentiments in historians who write about art. She confronts pivotal and
vexing questions in her discipline: Why do art historians write in the
first place? What kinds of psychic exchanges occur between art objects
and those who write about them? What institutional and personal needs
does art history serve? What is lost in historical writing about art? The
Melancholy Art looks at how melancholy suffuses the work of some of
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the twentieth century's most powerful and poetic writers on the history
of art, including Alois Riegl, Franz Wickhoff, Adrian Stokes, Michael
Baxandall, Meyer Schapiro, and Jacques Derrida. A disarmingly personal
meditation by one of our most distinguished art historians, this book
explains why to write about art is to share in a kind of intertwined
pleasure and loss that is the very essence of melancholy. Some images
inside the book are unavailable due to digital copyright restrictions.
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"Lutz Leisering continues his path-breaking analysis of social policy
development outside the OECD world. This is the book students of
global social policy and policy-makers have been waiting for." — Ian
Gough FAcSS FRSA, Visiting Professor in CASE and Associate of GRI,
London School of Economics; Emeritus Professor, University of Bath, UK
"This is a sophisticated analysis which will stimulate future theoretical
and empirical work on social protection around the world. It deserves
to be widely consulted."— James Midgley, Professor of the Graduate
School, University of California Berkeley, USA While the rise of social
protection in the global North has been widely researched, we know
little about the history of social protection in the global South. This
volume investigates the experiences of four middle-income countries -
Brazil, India, China and South Africa - from 1920 to 2020, analysing if,
when, and how these countries articulated a concern about social
issues and social cohesion. As the first in-depth study of the ideational
foundations of social protection policies and programmes in these four
countries, the contributions demonstrate that the social question was
articulated in an increasingly inclusive way. The contributions identify
the ideas, beliefs, and visions that underpinned the movement towards
inclusion and social peace as well as counteracting doctrines. Drawing
on perspectives from the sociology of knowledge, grounded theory,
historiography, discourse analysis, and process tracing, the volume will
be of interest to scholars across political science, sociology, political
economy, history, area studies, and global studies, as well as
development experts and policymakers.


