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It is not unusual for contemporary linguists to claim that "Modern
Linguistics began in 1957" (with the publication of Noam Chomsky's
Syntactic Structures). Some of the essays in Chomskyan (R)evolutions
examine the sources, the nature and the extent of the theoretical
changes Chomsky introduced in the 1950s. Other contributions explore
the key concepts and disciplinary alliances that have evolved
considerably over the past sixty years, such as the meanings given for
"Universal Grammar", the relationship of Chomskyan linguistics to other
disciplines (Cognitive Science, Psychology, Evolutionary Biology), and
the interactions between mainstream Chomskyan linguistics and other
linguistic theories active in the late 20th century: Functionalism,
Generative Semantics and Relational Grammar. The broad
understanding of the recent history of linguistics points the way
towards new directions and methods that linguistics can pursue in the
future.


