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Sommario/riassunto Communicating through comics can be an effective multi-layered
strategy. The narrative of this comic transports the reader to a realistic,
if abbreviated, view of mitochondrial biology blended with the changing
daily routines of Lara. Lara is a fictionalized patient with an undisclosed
metabolic disorder, who takes her health into her own hands, becoming
interested in metabolism and mitochondria to better understand the
processes by which living organisms convert food into energy at the
cellular level. Moreover, her goal is also to communicate this
fascinating world to friends and colleagues, in a way that may also be
useful for scientists and the general public. The comic combines the
discoveries of real individuals who have greatly contributed to the
knowledge of mitochondria, namely Peter Mitchell, Hans Adolf Krebs
and Lynn Margulis, with fictional characters, such as Lara and George,
directly associated to the narrative. The interdisciplinary nature of
graphic narration reflects the blending of text and scientific facts
alongside visual information (both realistic and caricature-like) and
critical-thinking-based dialogues and actions, that was enriched by the
collaborative work between the researchers who developed the concept
and the illustrator who brought it to life.
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Urban Religion is an emerging research field cutting across various
social science disciplines, all of them dealing with “lived religion” in
contemporary and (mainly) global cities. It describes the reciprocal
formation and mutual influence of religion and urbanity in both their
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material and ideational dimensions. However, this approach, if duly
historicized, can be also fruitfully applied to antiquity. Aim of the
volume is the analysis of the entanglement of religious communication
and city life during an arc of time that is characterised by dramatic and
even contradicting developments. Bringing together textual analyses
and archaeological case studies in a comparative perspective, the
volume zooms in on the historical context of the advanced imperial and
late antique Mediterranean space (2nd–8th centuries CE).


