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Sommario/riassunto Les plantes, comme les animaux, accompagnent la vie des hommes. lls

ont changé comme nous ; a changé également la volonté de les
connaitre, et 'usage qui en est fait. Des animaux on le sait mieux,
parce que l'histoire s’y est intéressée récemment, mais les plantes d’
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autrefois gardent beaucoup de leurs mystéres. La rencontre de
Florence, base de ce volume, a voulu ouvrir une série de fenétres sur le
monde végétal tel qu'il se forme avant I'industrialisation, dans les pays
d’Europe et du pourtour méditerranéen. Le livre publié aujourd’hui
présente ainsi plusieurs ages du savoir botanique ; il associe ce savoir a
la science médicale et a la diététigue du Moyen Age, confrontées aux
savoirs de I'époque moderne. Mais a travers le monde végétal, c’'est le
rapport entre nature et culture qu’on interroge, en parcourant I'éventail
des choix possibles pour les humains, de la contrainte au plaisir, de la
nécessité a I'évasion.
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Chapter 1. Introduction : Does Economics Deal with the Economic Stuff?
Or Is the Economic Stuff Explained by Economics? -- Chapter 2.
Metaphysics, Ontology, and Metaphysical Theories -- Chapter 3.
Metaphysical Categories -- Chapter 4. The Metaphysics and Ontology
of the Economy. Chapter 5. The Identity of the Economic Agent --
Chapter 6. The Human Person as Worker -- Chapter 7. The Metaphysics
of Social Collectives -- Chapter 8. On the Relation between Micro- and
Macroeconomic “Entities"—A Philosophical Approach -- Chapter 9. On
the Nature of Money -- Chapter 10. Economic Sciences -- Chapter 11.
Conclusions.

This book explores the deep meaning—the nature or essence—of the
economy and its fundamental components. As a monograph on the
philosophy of the economy and economics, it deduces the metaphysical
nature of these two, going step by step from more general to more



specific realities to finally arrive at the adequate features of the
economic sciences and their methods. It builds on a largely Aristotelian
approach, but also draws extensively from modern scholarship in the
area. Usefully and pertinently, the book covers both general aspects of
the economy and particular historically specific features. Among the
important topics covered in the book are the meanings of the economy,
the nature and role of economic agents, the nature of the
macroeconomy, the nature and role of money, and so on. The book
concludes with chapters on the nature of economics itself and its
methodologies. Ricardo F. Crespo is Professor of Philosophy of
Economics at IAE, Universidad Austral, and Researcher at the Argentine
Council of Scientific Research. He is a graduate in economics and
philosophy and earned a Ph. D. in Philosophy (Universidad Nacional de
Cuyo, Argentina) and another in Economics (University of Amsterdam).
He has extensively published articles and chapter books on his
research topics. Recent publications of him include articles in Synthese,
the Journal of Institutional Economics, Foundations of Science,
Cambridge Journal of Economics, and the Journal of Applied Economics.
His last book is The Nature and Method of Economic Sciences.
Evidence, Causality, and Ends (Routledge, London, 2020). His current
research interests include explanation in the social sciences, economic
rationality, and ethics in economics.



