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Lirruption du postmodernisme a favorisé la critique des avant-gardes
artistigues du XXe siécle, des idéologies qui les avaient portées et
méme des ceuvres qu’'elles avaient produites. Ces mises en cause ont
occulté autant que révélé un ensemble de questions théoriques et
historiographiques. Que signifie la fin des avant-gardes ? De quelle
histoire celles-ci relévent-elles ? Comment évaluer la force durable des
ceuvres, indépendamment des discours qui ont accompagné leur
création ? Que nous disent-elles de notre modernité ? Ce livre
prolonge l'ultime préoccupation du philosophe Rainer Rochlitz (1946-
2002) dans le domaine de I'esthétique : repenser les relations entre I’
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art, la société et le politiqgue. Réunis initialement au sein d’'un séminaire
a 'EHESS, les auteurs de ce volume, spécialistes des arts plastiques, de
la photographie, de la musique, de la littérature ou de I'esthétique,
proposent une réflexion sur les modes d’attribution de sens et de

valeur a I'art moderne et aux avant-gardes historiques.
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Includes bibliographical references (p. 175-191) and index.

Overview : an allegory -- Blind faith -- Greed -- Regulation -- Local
exclusionary practices -- Bubbles of the past -- Economic education --
Speculation -- Psychology -- Bankruptcy laws -- Banking practices and
redlining -- The Federal Reserve -- Tax policy -- Real estate practices
-- Credit rating agencies -- Appraisers -- Accounting -- Fallout : the
litigation mess -- Conclusions -- Glossary.

This meticulously documented work sets forth the major causes of the
greatest asset bubble in world economic history-the American housing
bubble, which began in 1940 and collapsed in 2007.
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Sommario/riassunto This book examines the premodern encounter between the three
monotheistic religions through the unique prism of a premodern
literary work-The Parable of the Three Rings-a poignant and charming
tale of a father who had three sons and one precious ring. By tradition
he was to bequeath the ring to his heir, but he loved his three sons
equally - so he had two new rings made, crafted to be indistinguishable
from the original, and on his deathbed gave a ring to each son. The
narrator explains that the father is God, and his sons are the Jews, the
Christians, and the Muslims, each believing themselves to be the sole



upholders of the true religion. A historical and literary study, the book
offers a comprehensive discussion of the various guises of the Parable,
from the early Middle Ages onwards, and highlights its capacity to
reflect openness and pluralism in the interfaith encounter.



