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The City of Philadelphia and Female Youth Violence -- Girls’ Violent
Behavior as Viewed from the Streets -- The Reasons Girls Give for
Fighting -- Mothers, Daughters, and the Double-Generation Dynamic
-- Culture and Neighborhood Institutions.
In low-income U.S. cities, street fights between teenage girls are
common. These fights take place at school, on street corners, or in
parks, when one girl provokes another to the point that she must either
“step up” or be labeled a “punk.” Typically, when girls engage in
violence that is not strictly self-defense, they are labeled “delinquent,”
their actions taken as a sign of emotional pathology. However, in Why
Girls Fight, Cindy D. Ness demonstrates that in poor urban areas this
kind of street fighting is seen as a normal part of girlhood and a
necessary way to earn respect among peers, as well as a way for girls to
attain a sense of mastery and self-esteem in a social setting where
legal opportunities for achievement are not otherwise easily available.
Ness spent almost two years in west and northeast Philadelphia to get a
sense of how teenage girls experience inflicting physical harm and the
meanings they assign to it. While most existing work on girls’ violence
deals exclusively with gangs, Ness sheds new light on the everyday
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street fighting of urban girls, arguing that different cultural standards
associated with race and class influence the relationship that girls have
to physical aggression.
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Sommario/riassunto

Special Relationship between US, UK & Saudi Arabia -- 7. Conclusion:
State Crime, Radicalization and the War on Terror.
This book examines the 'war on terror' and radicalisation from an
ontological, non-state centric perspective. Since 9/11, criminology has
developed in its study of terrorism, utilising alternative non-state
centric frameworks to uncover and make visible state-initiated harm.
Although progress has been achieved, criminology has continued to
privilege the state, thereby failing to uncover forms of state crime and
how such crimes facilitate radicalisation and terrorism. Ahmed aims to
rectify this gap by demonstrating how crimes of the state have
contributed to the existence of Islamist-inspired terrorism and the
emergence of global Jihadist organisations like Al-Qaeda and ISIS. The
'War on Terror' abandons the dominant socially-constructed discourse
and application of the 'war on terror' and instead favours a grounded
approach whereby actors, actions and consequences are analysed
according to the risk they represent. Ahmed achieves this grounded
approach through situating state practices in international human
rights law and international humanitarian law. Through documenting
the intersectionality of these practices with radicalisation in the
emergence of global Jihadist organisations, the book demonstrates how
state crimes contribute to terrorism. Although the book sits at the
intersections of critical criminology, state crime,
international/transnational crime, it is relevant to all disciplines that are
concerned with state crime, terrorism and radicalisation.


