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Asian equity markets have grown significantly in size since the early
1990s, driven by strong international investor inflows, growing regional
financial integration, capital account liberalization, and structural
improvements to markets. The development of equity markets provides
a more diversified set of channels for financial intermediation to
support growth, thus bolstering medium-term financial stability. At the
same time, as highlighted by the May-June 2006 market corrections,
the increasing role of stock markets potentially changes the nature of
macroeconomic and financial stability risks, as well as the policy
requirements for dealing with these risks.
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environmental gradients -- Chapter 5. Evolutionary macroecology and
the geographical patterns of Neotropical diversification -- Chapter 6.
Evolutionary imprints on species distribution patterns across the
Neotropics -- Chapter 7. Avian diversity in humid tropical and
subtropical south American forests, with a discussion about their
related climatic and geological underpinnings -- Chapter 8.
Contrasting patterns of temporal diversification in Neotropical
butterflies: An overview -- Chapter 9. Diatom diversity and
biogeography across tropical South America -- Part 2. Regional
biodiversity patterns and diversification processes -- Chapter 10. The
origin and evolution of Amazonian species diversity -- Chapter 11.
Patterns and processes of diversification in Amazonian white sand
ecosystems: insights from birds and plants -- Chapter 12. Human
contribution to Amazonian plant diversity: legacy of pre-Columbian
land use in modern plant communities -- Chapter 13. On the young
savannas in the land of ancient forests -- Chapter 14. The
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diagonal -- Chapter 15. Diversity, endemism, and evolutionary history
of montane biotas outside the Andean region -- Chapter 16. Patterns
of species and lineage diversity in the Atlantic rainforest of Brazil --
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paleocological view -- Chapter 20. Historical biogeography of
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This book provides a comprehensive overview of the patterns of
biodiversity in various neotropical ecosystems, as well as a discussion
on their historical biogeographies and underlying diversification
processes. All chapters were written by prominent researchers in the
fields of tropical biology, molecular ecology, climatology, paleoecology,
and geography, producing an outstanding collection of essays,
synthetic analyses, and novel investigations that describe and improve
our understanding of the biodiversity of this unique region. With
chapters on the Amazon and Caribbean forests, the Atlantic rainforests,
the Andes, the Cerrado savannahs, the Caatinga drylands, the Chaco,
and Mesoamerica – along with broad taxonomic coverage – this book
summarizes a wide range of hypotheses, views, and methods
concerning the processes and mechanisms of neotropical
diversification. The range of perspectives presented makes the book a



truly comprehensive, state-of-the-art publication on the topic, which
will fascinate both scientists and general readers alike.


