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Myofibroblasts (MFB) are found in most tissues of the body. They have
the matrix-producing functions of fibroblasts and contractile

properties that are known from smooth muscle cells. Fundamental
work of the last decades has shed remarkable light on their origin,
biological functions and role in disease. During hepatic injury, they
fulfill manifold functions in connective tissue remodeling and wound
healing, but overshooting activity of MFB on the other side induces
fibrosis and cirrhosis. The present e-book "Liver myofibroblasts"
contains 9 articles providing comprehensive information on "hot topics"
of MFB. In our opening editorial we provide a short overview of the
origin of MFB and their relevance in extracellular matrix formation
which is the hallmark of hepatic fibrosis. Thereafter, leading experts in
the field share their current perspectives on special topics of (i) MFB in
development and disease, ii) their role in hepatic fibrogenesis, and (jii)
promising therapies and targets that are suitable to interfere with
hepatic fibrosis.
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While some Catholics and even non-Catholics today are asking if

priests are necessary, especially given the ongoing sex-abuse scandal,
The Roman Catholic Womanpriests (RCWP) looks to reframe and reform
Roman Catholic priesthood, starting with ordained women.

Womanpriest is the first academic study of the RCWP movement. As an
ethnography, Womanpriest analyzes the womenpriests' actions and

lived theologies in order to explore ongoing tensions in Roman
Catholicism around gender and sexuality, priestly authority, and

religious change. In order to understand how womenpriests navigate
tradition and transgression, this study situates RCWP within post-



Vatican Il Catholicism, apostolic succession, sacraments, ministerial
action, and questions of embodiment. Womanpriest reveals RCWP to be
a discrete religious movement in a distinct religious moment, with a
small group of tenacious women defying the Catholic patriarchy, taking
on the priestly role, and demanding reconsideration of Roman Catholic
tradition. Doing so, the women inhabit and re-create the central

tensions in Catholicism today.



