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This book presents cutting-edge concepts on the question of trust.
Written by leading experts, it investigates a paradoxical feature of
contemporary society: while information and communication
technologies, on the one hand, and scientific discourses, on the other,
can promote more informed participation in public and democratic life,
they have also led to a dramatic decline in our communicative and
cooperative skills. The book analyzes the notion of trust from an
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interdisciplinary perspective by combining the normative (continental)
and empirical (Anglo-American) approaches and by considering the
political, epistemological, and historical transformations in the
interpersonal relationships sparked by new technologies. Using trust as
a model, it then investigates and clarifies the new types of participation
that are made possible by scientific and technological advances. .


