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This book describes and analyses the diversity of possible approaches
and policy pathways to implement sustainable groundwater
development, based on a comparative analysis of numerous
quantitative management case studies from France and Australia. This
unique book brings together water professionals and academics
involved for several decades in groundwater policy making, planning or
operational management to reflect on their experience with developing
and implementing groundwater management policy. The data and
analysis presented accordingly makes a significant contribution to the
empirical water management literature by providing novel, real world
insights unpublished elsewhere. The originality of the contributions
also lies in the different disciplinary perspectives (hydrogeology,
economics, planning and social sciences in particular) adopted in many
chapters. The book offers a unique comparative analysis of France,
Australia and experiences in countries such as Chile and the US to
identify similarities, but also fundamental differences, which are
analysed and presented as alternative policy options – these differences
being mainly related to the role of the state, the community and market
mechanisms in groundwater management.


