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Battle descriptions are usually seen as the raw material of the military
historian, who uses them to explain why generals won or lost a given
battle. This volume does not aim to contribute to this discussion; it
rather approaches battle descriptions as literary texts that interact with
the expectations of a given audience. Therefore literary traditions in
structure, vocabulary and topics of battle descriptions should be
explored. The transgression of genre-borders — also literary and
fictional texts are included — and a broad comparative approach,
combining evidence from the third millennium BC up to the 20th

century AD, makes cultural specifics and differences more easily
perceivable. Contents With contributions by Marcos Such-Gulttiérrez,
Pavel ech, Hilmar Klinkott, Wolfgang Oswald, Kai Ruffing, Oliver Stoll,
Martin M. Bauer, Reinhold Bichler, Christian Mileta, Simon Lentzsch,
Sven Gunther, Dennis Pulina, Johanna Luggin, Sonjar Koroliov,
Magdalena Gronau and Martin Gronau. The Editors Dr. Johanna Luggin
is a post-doc researcher in the ERC-funded project “NOSCEMUS — Nova
Scientia: Early Modern Science and Latin” in Innsbruck, Austria.
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In war films, the portrayal of deep friendships between men is
commonplace. Given the sexually anxious nature of the American
imagination, such bonds are often interpreted as carrying a homoerotic
subtext. In Armed Forces , Robert Eberwein argues that an expanded
conception of masculinity and sexuality is necessary in order to
understand more fully the intricacy of these intense and emotional
human relationships. Drawing on a range of examples from silent films
such as What Price Glory and Wings to sound era works like The Deer
Hunter, Platoon, Three Kings, and Pearl Harbor , he shows how close
readings of war films, particularly in relation to their cultural contexts,
demonstrate that depictions of heterosexual love, including those in
romantic triangles, actually help to define and clarify the nonsexual
nature of male love. The book also explores the problematic aspects of
masculinity and sexuality when threatened by wounds, as in The Best
Years of Our Lives, and considers the complex and persistent analogy
between weapons and the male body, as in Full Metal Jacket and Saving
Private Ryan .



