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"The world's nations are moving toward agreements that will bind us
together in an effort to limit future greenhouse gas emissions. With
such agreements will come the need for all nations to make accurate
estimates of greenhouse gas emissions and to monitor changes over
time. In this context, the present book focuses on the greenhouse
gases that result from human activities, have long lifetimes in the
atmosphere and thus will change global climate for decades to
millennia or more, and are currently included in international
agreements. The book devotes considerably more space to CO2 than to
the other gases because CO2 is the largest single contributor to global
climate change and is thus the focus of many mitigation efforts. Only
data in the public domain were considered because public access and
transparency are necessary to build trust in a climate treaty. The book
concludes that each country could estimate fossil-fuel CO2 emissions
accurately enough to support monitoring of a climate treaty. However,
current methods are not sufficiently accurate to check these self-
reported estimates against independent data or to estimate other
greenhouse gas emissions. Strategic investments would, within 5 years,
improve reporting of emissions by countries and yield a useful
capability for independent verification of greenhouse gas emissions
reported by countries."--Publisher's web site.
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KEY ISSUES Context: Over the last two decades, good governance and
sound macroeconomic management have  delivered remarkable
economic and social progress to Cabo Verde. More recently, however,
growth has  slowed due to the prolonged downturn in Europe and a
sharp deterioration in domestic confidence. A  longer-term decline in
the contribution of total factor productivity to growth may also have
played  a role. Financial stability risks have increased with the rise in
non-performing loans and fall in  bank profitability. The country
remains vulnerable to external shocks, given its dependence on
tourism, remittances, and concessional financing. Over the longer term,
Cabo Verde’s challenge as a  new middle-income country is to bolster
productivity and diversify the sources of growth.  Fiscal consolidation
remains critical to safeguard macroeconomic and debt sustainability.
Budgetary  plans for 2014 and the medium term entail rising public
debt, and are subject to downside risks to  revenue. The authorities
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have already decided on a package of expenditure containment
measures for  2014–17. However, given the high albeit sustainable
level of public debt, further measures are  needed to put public debt on
a more robust downward path. Bolstering domestic revenue
mobilization,  increasing the efficiency of public investment, and
managing existing infrastructure better are  also central to sound
public finances.  International reserves have recovered, which provided
room to ease monetary policy in support of  the recovery. In the
absence of imminent pressures on the balance of payments or on
prices, and  with private sector credit growth having stalled, the central
bank has cut the policy rate. At the  same time, given pressures on the
banking system, continued vigilance regarding risks to financial
stability is warranted.  Structural reforms hold the key to bolstering
competitiveness, creating jobs, and delivering  inclusive growth.
Increasing labor market efficiency and reducing skill mismatches would
be  particularly beneficial in this regard. Enhancing the efficiency of
state-owned enterprises is also  essential to improve delivery of
infrastructure services.  Data are adequate for surveillance purposes,
though some key shortcomings remain. In particular,  national accounts
data are released with a long delay. This complicates the formulation of
macroeconomic policies.
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This is a chapter from The Criminal Act: The Role and Influence of
Routine Activity Theory edited by Martin A. Andresen and Graham
Farrell. This chapter is available open access under a CC BY license.
Target suitability is a cornerstone of Marcus Felson's routine activities
approach, and critical in determining crime rates. Recent research
identifies reduced target suitability, via improved security, as central to
the 'crime drop' experienced in many countries. Studies in different
countries show car theft fell with far more and better vehicle security.
Yet increases in household security were more modest and do not track
burglary's decrease as well. In this chapter, the authors explain that
apparent anomaly as due more to an improvement in the quality of
household security leading to reduced burglary. It is further suggested
that improvements to home insulation in the UK that brought double
glazing may have, somewhat inadvertently, introduced better frames
and locks for doors and windows, that in turn reduced household
burglary.
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