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"The monograph considers influence over time of Fairtrade and
Rainforest Alliance in 10 Costa Rican coffee farming communities. In-
country perspectives and relevant historic and contemporary literature
inform findings.

Misaligned intentions to outcomes; different sustainability approaches;
and variable influence is observed. There is opportunity to: consider
when certifications are most useful; develop locally relevant standards;
vertically integrate sourcing chains; consider how complementary
mechanisms can be used alongside, or to improve certification
approach.

Sustainability of coffee as a cash crop, considering influence on
biodiversity, and the possible implication of reduced coffee crop
density for consumers, the market and farming landscapes, is
considered.
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A subject that is inexplicably little studied at present, or indeed not at
all, is that of the quest for possible applications and feasible objectives
in the energy requalification of existing buildings, existing or planned
open spaces, old city centres and the monumental and diffuse cultural
heritage. At the present time it is crucial that the issues, research and
techniques linked to the possibilities of an aware use of energy are
applied to the old city centres and the existing heritage. This must start
from a knowledge and investigation of the traditional building materials
and techniques, which are in themselves inherently sustainable
(comprising both the ancient city and the consolidated modern city and
their historic stratifications). The historic environment indeed
represents an infinite cultural and environmental resource and a very
high percentage of the global architectural heritage.



