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Film Criticism, the Cold War, and the Blacklist examines the long-term
reception of several key American films released during the postwar
period, focusing on the two main critical lenses used in the



interpretation of these films: propaganda and allegory. Produced in
response to the hearings held by the House Committee on Un-
American Activities (HUAC) that resulted in the Hollywood blacklist,
these films' ideological message and rhetorical effectiveness was often
muddled by the inherent difficulties in dramatizing villains defined by
their thoughts and belief systems rather than their actions. Whereas
anti-Communist propaganda films offered explicit political exhortation,
allegory was the preferred vehicle for veiled or hidden political
comment in many police procedurals, historical films, Westerns, and
science fiction films. Jeff Smith examines the way that particular
heuristics, such as the mental availability of exemplars and the effects
of framing, have encouraged critics to match filmic elements to
contemporaneous historical events, persons, and policies. In charting
the development of these particular readings, Film Criticism, the Cold
War, and the Blacklist features case studies of many canonical Cold War
titles, including The Red Menace, On the Waterfront, The Robe, High
Noon, and Invasion of the Body Snatchers.
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This book provides an in-depth analysis of the influence of public
policy on sex selection. Three Asian countries were chosen for the
comparative policy analysis, namely South Korea, India and Vietnam
that share in common a historical legacy of son preference, high levels
of sex imbalances and active policy response to curbing the growing
demographic masculinization of their nations. The research based on
the data collected from field work in the three countries shows that
despite the adoption of very similar anti-sex selection policies the
outcomes have been markedly different for each of the three countries.
These unexpected diverse outcomes are explained partly by their
different historical and cultural contexts, and partly to the different
social, political and economic institutions and dynamics. This
monograph offers careful and detailed explanations of both within and
across country diversities in policy outcomes, pointing to the
importance and the limits of cross-national policy learning and
adoption, and raising questions about the efficacy of international
organizations’ current approaches to global policy and knowledge
transfer.



