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Sida, vache folle, fievre aphteuse, tabac, amiante, mais aussi effets de
la pauvreté et de la précarité sur la santé ou encore décryptage du
génome... Jamais les grands enjeux de la santé publigue n’ont autant
fait irruption dans notre vie quotidienne qu’au cours de ces derniéres
années. Au méme moment, a l'autre bout du monde la diarrhée, le
paludisme ou la tuberculose continuent chaque jour a tuer
silencieusement des milliers de personnes. Il est remarquable de
constater a quel point la mondialisation du commerce, des
investissements et de la communication amplifie ces enjeux et leur
donne, par le biais de leur valeur économique et sociale, un relief
particulierement menacant. Des spécialistes de disciplines diverses
(santé publique, économistes, sociologues, anthropologues, acteurs de
terrain) nous font partager leurs interrogations quant au lien entre
problemes de santé publiques et les approches néolibérales de
I'économie.
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Understanding deserts and drylands is essential, as arid landscapes
cover >40% of the Earth and are home to two billion people. Today's
problematic environment-human interaction needs contemporary
knowledge to address dryland complexity. Physical dimensions in arid
zones-land systems, climate and hazards, ecology-are linked with
social processes that directly impact drylands, such as land
management, livelihoods, and development. The challenges require
integrated research that identifies systemic drivers across global arid
regions. Measurement and monitoring, field investigation, remote
sensing, and data analysis are effective tools to investigate natural
dynamics. Equally, inquiry into how policy and practice affect landscape
sustainability is key to mitigating detrimental activity in deserts.
Relations between socio-economic forces and degradation, agro-
pastoral rangeland use, drought and disaster and resource extraction
reflect land interactions. Contemporary themes of food security,
conflict, and conservation are interlinked in arid environments. This
book unifies desert science, arid environments, and dryland
development. The chapters identify land dynamics, address system
risks and delineate human functions through original research in arid
zones. Mixed methodologies highlight the vital links between social



and environmental science in global deserts. The book engages with
today's topical themes and presents novel analyses of arid land systems
and societies.



