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“This book captures the multi-faceted nature of new technologies and
their potential for language use and language learning and the
transformative changes they have introduced within language
classrooms. With theoretically-grounded rigour, Regine Hampel
provides a comprehensive, readable and thought-provoking account of
disruptive technologies, shedding light on the theoretical and practical
implications that come with new tools and new practices for language
learning.” -- Cynthia J. Massey, Professor of Applied Linguistics,
Massey University, New Zealand. “Digital technologies are changing our
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lives, and in this exciting book we see how they are shifting our
language learning and teaching practices. By combining a complex
systems theory perspective with sociocultural understandings, Regine
Hampel offers rich ways to understand what is happening and opens up
important questions for pedagogy, theory, and research.” -- Lynne
Cameron, Professor Emerita, Open University, UK. Although new
technologies are embedded in students’ lives today, there is often an
assumption that their use is transparent, inconsequential, or a
distraction. This book combines complex systems theory with
sociocultural theory and the multimodal theory of communication,
providing an innovative theoretical framework to examine how
communication and meaning-making in the language classroom have
developed over time, how technology impacts on meaning-making, and
what the implications are for learners, teachers, institutions and policy
makers. Recent studies provide evidence for the disruptive effect of
technology which has resulted in a phase shift that is reshaping
language education by creating new interaction patterns, allowing for
multimodal communication, and introducing real-world communication
into the classroom. The book proposes ways of responding to this shift
before concluding that the new technologies are radically transforming
the way we learn. It is likely to appeal to a range of readers, including
students, academics, teachers and policy-makers. Regine Hampel is
Professor of Open and Distance Language Learning at the Open
University, UK.


