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So far, there are hardly any studies that examine the history of a single
city of the eastern Slavic settlement area over a longer period. The
example of Polock shows how a significant Rus' princely seat in contact
with East Central Europe changed profoundly from the thirteenth
century. In the context of Poland-Lithuania, conflict-ridden religious
formation processes and the emergence of orthodox and uniate guilds
and lay brotherhoods in the 17th century were followed by late-
antiquity commune-taking in the late Middle Ages. The legal
inconsistency of the city made it the sanctuary of a growing Jewish
community. After the integration into the Tsarist empire in 1772, the
Jews were integrated into the municipal self-government, but in 1892
excluded from it.



