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This book discusses microbial diversity in various habitats and
environments, its role in ecosystem maintenance, and its potential
applications (e.g. biofertilizers, biocatalysts, antibiotics, other bioactive
compounds, exopolysaccharides etc.). The respective chapters, all
contributed by renowned experts, offer cutting-edge information in the
fields of microbial ecology and biogeography. The book explains the
reasons behind the occurrence of various biogeographies and
highlights recent tools (e.g. metagenomics) that can aid in
biogeography studies by providing information on nucleic acid
sequence data, thereby directly identifying microorganisms in various
habitats and environments. In turn, the book describes how human
intervention results in depletion of biodiversity, and how numerous
hotspots are now losing their endemic biodiversity, resulting in the loss
of many ecologically important microorganisms. In closing, the book
underscores the importance of microbial diversity for sustainable
ecosystems. .


