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The first 50 years of ASEAN integration has brought peace and
prosperity to the Southeast Asian region, while the next 50 will
undoubtedly be fraught with unprecedented challenges. Today ASEAN
not only has to contend with its own internal challenges arising from
the highly diverse political, economic and socio-cultural systems of its
member countries, it also has to deal with external factors which
include shifts in geostrategic balance, fraying global consensus on free
trade, populism and xenophobia, climate change, digital revolutions
and cybercrimes. Set against the above background, this edited
collection considers some of the contemporary issues and challenges
faced by ASEAN in its journey towards more cohesive and dynamic
regional integration. Among the topics explored are ASEAN's evolving
partnerships with its key strategic partners including China and the
United States on economic policies and strategies, educational systems
and frameworks, migration and environmental threats.


