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INTRODUCTION -- PART ONE HISTORY OF URBAN HABITATION -- The
Commencement of Urban Habitation -- The Urban Habitation of the
Slavery Society -- The Urban Habitation in the Early Feudal Society --

The Urban Habitation in the Middle Stage of the Feudal Society --

Urban Habitation in Late Feudal Society -- The Features of the Modern
Urban Dwelling Areas -- The Features of Spatial Structure of the Urban
Residential Areas After 1949 -- The New Workers' Villages and

Residential Environment of Industrial Cities in 1950s -- The "Villages in

the City": A Phenomenon of On-the-Spot Urbanization -- PART TWO
HISTORY OF CHINESE URBAN PUBLIC SQUARES -- Urban Public Squares
and Social Public Life -- Chinese Traditional Squares: the Most

Longevous Square Systems -- The Disruption of Traditional Squares

and the Rise of New-Type Squares -- An Exploration of the Vigorous
Growth of Urban Squares -- A Cultural Comparison between Chinese

and Western Squares.

This book considers urban development in China, highlighting links
between China's history and civilization and the rapid evolution of its



urban forms. It explores the early days of urban dwelling in China,
progressing to an analysis of residential environments in the industrial
age. It also examines China's modern and postmodern architecture,
considered as derivative or lacking spiritual meaning or personality,
and showcases how China's traditional culture underpins the
emergence of China's modern cities. Focusing on the notion of
"courtyard spirit" in China, it offers a study of the urban public squares
central to Chinese society, and examines the disruption of the
traditional Square model and the rise and growth of new architectural
models.



