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This book addresses the many interlocking problems in understanding
the modes of performance, dissemination, and transmission of Greek
poetry of the seventh to the fifth centuries BC whose first performers
were a choral group, sometimes singing in a ritual context, sometimes
in more secular celebrations of victories in competitive games. It
explores the different ways such a group presented itself and was
perceived by its audiences; the place of tyrants, of other prominent
individuals and of communities in commissioning and funding choral
performances and in securing the further circulation of the songs' texts
and music; the social and political role of choral songs and the extent
to which such songs continued to be performed both inside and
outside the immediate family and polis-community, whether chorally or
in archaic Greece's important cultural engine, the elite male
symposium, with the consequence that Athenian theatre audiences
could be expected to appreciate allusion to or reworking of such poetic
forms in tragedy and comedy; and how various types of performance
contributed to transmission of written texts of the poems until they
were collected and edited by Alexandrian scholars in the third and
second centuries BC.
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A contrarian challenge to the status quo, this book vigorously
champions healthy skepticism in management theory and practice.
Several common management maxims -- often taken for granted as
truisms -- are examined and debunked with evidence-based
arguments. The constant repetition of these flawed tropes perpetuates
their mythological status and limits personal and organizational
performance. Eleven management maxims are rebuked using empirical
data, original scholarship, literature reviews, field observations, and
thoughtful opinions from numerous experts. Far from a business as
usual business book, this has been researched with academic rigor yet
written in an approachable style. Unafraid of taking on conventional
business wisdom, it contains some controversial yet substantiated
positions that will provoke critical thinking and debate. After all, sacred
cows and long-believed tenets of management lore do not go away
quietly. A clear message from this book is that you don't have to
believe everything you read or hear-- be it in the classroom or at work!
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It offers a refreshing break from the constant drumbeat of dronish
corporate and academic cliches. This book is best appreciated by
readers wanting to think critically about important management
phenomena.
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Sommario/riassunto À la fin du Moyen Âge, la Gascogne défendait un mode original de
résolution des conflits consistant en des médiations pénales. La
structure de la société et de l'habitat – un monde de maisons et de
familles coagulées dans leurs privilèges – ajoutée à la faiblesse
régionale des pouvoirs souverains, expliquait un maintien tardif des
procédures d'apaisement dans la répression des crimes. La pacification
l'emportait alors sur les enquêtes et l'affliction des peines, coercitions
réservées à une minorité d'affaires. Toutefois, au XVe siècle, une
épiphanie justicière vint heurter ces usages si anciens dont « personne
n'avait plus mémoire du contraire ». Pratiques inquisitoires, traques de
criminels, procédures d'office et tortures judiciaires s'abattirent sur des
populations qui continuaient à proclamer leurs anciennes coutumes
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comme garantes des équités ancestrales. L'exercice de la justice devint
un défi peuplé de discours frénétiques, de fers, d'entreprises
autoritaires, de tyrannies d'exercice, de grâce souveraine et de
contestations communautaires. À l'issue de la guerre de Cent Ans, la
conquête judiciaire ajustait la Gascogne aux rigueurs et aux
miséricordes venues de France. Vivacité des traditions et exigences de
la souveraineté triomphante se mêlèrent alors en une surprenante
acculturation pénale dépossédant partiellement les communautés de
leurs protections coutumières. Attractive, cette émergence des
charismes justiciers rallia si bien les Gascons qu'ils finirent par
consentir leur sujétion à la majesté des Valois, ainsi qu'au
gouvernement judiciaire des hommes qui était venu avec elle.
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"Our physical ecosystem is not indestructible and we have obligations
to hold it in trust for future generations. The same is true of our
metaphysical ecosystem--the values, principles, attitudes, beliefs, and
shared stories on which we have founded our society. In Bird on an
Ethics Wire, Margaret Somerville explores the values needed to
maintain a world that reasonable people would want to live in and pass
on to their descendants. Somerville addresses the conflicts between
people who espouse "progressive" values and those who uphold
"traditional" ones by casting her attention on the debates surrounding
"birth" (abortion and reproductive technologies) and "death"
(euthanasia) and shows how words are often used as weapons. She
proposes that we should seek to experience amazement, wonder, and
awe to enrich our lives and helps us to find meaning. Such experiences,
Somerville believes, can change how we see the world and live our lives,
and affect the decisions we make, especially regarding values and
ethics. They can help us to cope with physical or existential suffering,
and, ultimately put us in touch with the sacred--in either its secular or
religious form--which protects what we must not destroy. Experiencing
amazement, wonder and awe, Somerville concludes, can also generate
hope, the oxygen of the human spirit, without which our spirit dies.
Both individuals and societies need hope, a sense of connection to the
future, if the world is to make the best values decisions in the battles
that constitute the current culture wars."--


