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Alexander B. Downes compiles all instances of regime change around
the world over the past two centuries. Drawing on this impressive data
set, Downes shows that regime change increases the likelihood of civil
war and violent leader removal in target states and fails to reduce the
probability of conflict between intervening states and their targets. As
Downes demonstrates, when a state confronts an obstinate or
dangerous adversary, the lure of toppling its government and
establishing a friendly administration is strong. The historical record,
however, shows that foreign-imposed regime change is, in the long
term, neither cheap, easy, nor consistently successful.
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This book analyzes kidnapping in various forms and from various
perspectives. First it argues that kidnapping, including the threat of
kidnapping, reflects a breakdown in the mechanisms of social control
in society. This volume also discusses the ways governments and para-
military and terrorist groups employ kidnappings as part of their
foreign and domestic policy. This analysis evaluates why and under
what conditions governments, para-military and terrorist groups decide
to abduct individuals and groups. It emphasizes how individuals,
groups, and governments employ abductions to achieve their
psychological, social, religious, and political objectives. This analysis
also examines the ways in which cultural traditions in different
societies emerge to foster behaviors such as bride abductions.
Moreover, this book addresses the extent to which social change
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modifies these cultural patterns. Suitable for students and researchers,
mental health practitioners, and law enforcement, this volume is a
unique analysis of our contemporary understanding of kidnapping and
violence, and the social, psychological, political, and cultural
motivations for such an act.


