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‘This is a provocative indictment of the character education movement
that deconstructs its invidious content: indoctrination that denies
socio-economic poverty, human rights and solidarity in a message of
anti-political individualism. Character education is a clear and present
danger for schools and young people, and this analysis deserves a wide
audience.’ –Alistair Ross, Jean Monnet Professor of Citizenship
Education in Europe and Emeritus Professor, London Metropolitan
University, UK ‘Jerome and Kisby provide a useful intellectual critique of
the conceptual basis of character education currently being proposed in
Britain. After reading this book, I’m convinced that, in the challenging
world in which we now live, the individualistic focus on ‘developing
character’ and the flawed ideas around it such as ‘developing grit’ are a
dangerous distraction.’ –Marcus Bhargava, Head of School of Education,
Kingston University London, UK What is character education? Why has it
risen up the political agenda in the UK in recent years? And what does it
mean in pedagogical practice? This book addresses these questions,
challenging the individualistic and moralistic ideas underlying the
clamour amongst politicians, educators and authors to promote ‘grit’,
‘resilience’ and ‘character’ in schools. Closely examining a range of
teaching resources, the book shows that the development of character
is wrongly presented as the solution to a wide variety of social
problems, with individual citizens expected to accommodate
themselves to the realities of the contemporary economic context,
rather than enhancing their capacities to engage in civic and political
activities to bring about changes they wish to see. The book argues
that there is a tried and tested alternative to character education, which
is far more likely to strengthen British democracy, namely, citizenship
education. Lee Jerome is Associate Professor of Education at Middlesex
University, UK. Ben Kisby is Senior Lecturer in Politics at the University
of Lincoln, UK.
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