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This book is a detailed study of higher education institutions affiliated
to particular religions. It considers the debates surrounding academic
freedom, institutional governance, educational policy, mission and
identity together with institutions' relations with the state and their
wider communities. A wide range of institutions are examined,
including: Christian, Islamic and Jewish universities in the US, Europe
and the Middle East. Essentially, this volume guestions whether such
institutions can be both religious and a 'university' and also considers
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Introduction -- Part |. Bereshit -- one. Male and Female God Created
Them -- two. From Delight to Destruction: The Double-Faced Power of
Sex -- three. Going to and Becoming Ourselves Transformation and
Covenants in Parashat -- four. Looking Back to Look Forward Parashat
Vayera (Genesis 18:1-22:24) -- five. When Gender Varies: A Curious
Case of Kere and Ketiv -- six. Esau’s Gender Crossing -- seven. And
Jacob Came Out -- eight. Biblical Sex -- nine. Joseph’s Fabulous
Technicolor Dreamcoat -- ten. Yusuf Come Home -- eleven.
Forgiveness as a Queer Response -- twelve. Uncovering Joseph’s Bones
-- Part Il. Shemot -- thirteen. Making Noise for Social Change --
fourteen. Uncircumcized Lips -- fifteen. The Ritual of Storytelling --
sixteen. Into Life: The Humanism of the Exodus -- seventeen. The
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In the Jewish tradition, reading of the Torah follows a calendar cycle,
with a specific portion assigned each week. These weekly portions, read
aloud in synagogues around the world, have been subject to
interpretation and commentary for centuries. Following on this ancient
tradition, Torah Queeries brings together some of the world’s leading
rabbis, scholars, and writers to interpret the Torah through a "bent
lens". With commentaries on the fifty-four weekly Torah portions and
six major Jewish holidays, the concise yet substantive writings collected
here open up stimulating new insights and highlight previously
neglected perspectives.This incredibly rich collection unites the voices
of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and straight-allied writers,
including some of the most central figures in contemporary American
Judaism. All bring to the table unique methods of reading and
interpreting that allow the Torah to speak to modern concerns of
sexuality, identity, gender, and LGBT life. Torah Queeries offers cultural
critique, social commentary, and a vision of community transformation,
all done through biblical interpretation. Written to engage readers,

draw them in, and, at times, provoke them, Torah Queeries examines
topics as divergent as the Levitical sexual prohibitions, the experience
of the Exodus, the rape of Dinah, the life of Joseph, and the ritual
practices of the ancient Israelites. Most powerfully, the commentaries
here chart a future of inclusion and social justice deeply rooted in the
Jewish textual tradition.A labor of intellectual rigor, social justice, and



personal passions, Torah Queeries is an exciting and important
contribution to the project of democratizing Jewish communities, and
an essential guide to understanding the intersection of queerness and
Jewishness.



