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In Beside You in Time Elizabeth Freeman expands biopolitical and
queer theory by outlining a temporal view of the long nineteenth
century. Drawing on Foucauldian notions of discipline as a regime that
yoked the human body to time, Freeman shows how time became a
social and sensory means by which people assembled into groups in
ways that resisted disciplinary forces. She tracks temporalized bodies
across many entangled regimes—religion, secularity, race,
historiography, health, and sexuality—and examines how those bodies
act in relation to those regimes. In analyses of the use of rhythmic
dance by the Shakers; African American slave narratives; literature by
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Mark Twain, Pauline Hopkins, Herman Melville, and others; and how
Catholic sacraments conjoined people across historical boundaries,
Freeman makes the case for the body as an instrument of what she
calls queer hypersociality. As a mode of being in which bodies are
connected to others and their histories across and throughout time,
queer hypersociality, Freeman contends, provides the means for
subjugated bodies to escape disciplinary regimes of time and to create
new social worlds.
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Over the past few decades new ways of conceiving the relation between
people, practices and institutions have been developed, enabling an
understanding of human conduct in complex situations that is
distinctive from traditional psychological and sociological conceptions.
This distinctiveness is derived from a sophisticated analytic approach
to social action which combines conversation analysis with the fresh
treatment of epistemology, mind, cognition and personality developed
in discursive psychology. This text is the first to showcase and promote
this new method of discursive research in practice. Featuring
contributions from a range of international academics, both pioneers in
the field and exciting new researchers, this book illustrates an
approach to social science issues that cuts across the traditional
disciplinary divisions to provide a rich participant-based understanding
of action.
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