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This book contributes to the understanding of gender and regional
inequalities in developing countries. First, it deals with social
institutions related to gender inequality and proposes new compaosite
indices to measure them. Using these indices, some interesting
empirical connections between social institutions related to gender
inequality and several relevant development outcomes are examined at
the cross-country level. The second part of the book is concerned with
the historical development of another type of inequality which is
relevant for developing countries: inequality between regions. The topic
of regional convergence in Colombia during the last quarter of the 20th
century is analyzed using different approaches and focusing on both
income and social indicators.
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Experiments to characterize the effects of moisture content and

temperature on the mechanical properties of concrete were conducted.
Based on these experiments, a new overall material model capable of



predicting the mechanical behaviour of concrete subject to elevated
temperatures up to 100 °C was developed. The material model
estimates the time, temperature and moisture dependency of the
compressive and tensile strength, creep and shrinkage of concrete.



