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Neighbourhood landscapes are the quintessential forms of urban
landscapes in most cities worldwide. They are pervasive, and hence
experienced by the large majority of urban dwellers in their everyday
life. More than parks, nature reserves or nature areas which are visited
as destinations, neighbourhood landscapes provide the most
immediate, frequent and convenient form of nature experienced by
urban dwellers on a daily basis. They are also valuable as social spaces
to bring residents together, foster social ties, and strengthen
communities. Despite their importance, surprisingly little has been
written to guide the planning and design of neighbourhood landscapes.
This book is written for a specific purpose, to illustrate how the design
of neighbourhood landscapes helps to deliver more benefits for urban
dwellers and, at the same time, protect ecosystems that facilitate
human well-being. This is in turn important as the synergistic
relationships between human well-being, quality of biophysical urban
environment, and health of human—environment interactions
fundamentally underpin urban sustainability. The authors emphasize
the role neighbourhood landscapes play in forging connections
between people and nature, people and people, and people and place.
Most of all, the book highlights the role of focusing on people in this
endeavour, as it is only when landscapes are appropriately designed,
and when people recognize these benefits, that they become valued



and protected as a community resource. This book is organized into
two parts. Part 1 focuses on the conceptual foundations that underpin
the neighbourhood landscape design guidelines being developed. In
this section, the authors describe the key concepts relating functions of
neighbourhood landscapes to the key urban development goals of
sustainability, liveability and reliance; how they can be represented in a
framework; and how a synthesis of current knowledge of cities as
socio-ecological systems helps to identify principles that can guide the
designing of neighbourhood landscapes. Part 2 is more application
focused, and is centred on neighbourhood landscape design guidelines
inspired by the concept of ecosystem services. The guidelines consist
of design approaches, practical strategies, design targets and
performance monitoring indicators for tracking the performance of
neighbourhood landscapes. The book is written for readers in academia
and design practice, and anyone who has a role in shaping
neighbourhood landscapes for the benefit of urban dwellers.



