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"The Syrian crisis is not over yet but the period of full-fledged civil war
in that country appears to be drawing to a close, and it is now possible
to view this calamity with some perspective. This short book will
address the following questions about the conflict: How and why did
quiet demonstrations in Southern Syria develop into a brutal civil war?
Why did the political opposition to the regime of Bashar al-Assad
remain weak and divided? How did radical Jihadi Islamists take over the
main military opposition to the Syrian regime? How did the Syrian
conflict become a main arena of the Saudi-Iranian regional rivalry?
What explains the ambivalent Western attitude towards the Syrian
rebellion? How did US policy under the Obama administration evolve
and why did both Obama and Trump decide not to make a major
investment in it? How stable is the status quo? And how could the
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conflict re-erupt in a different form? According to Rabinovitch, the
Syrian regime and its supporters (including the Russians and the
Iranians) have indeed emerged as victors, but it's a limited victory at
best. The Syrian state under Assad controls only about 60 percent of
the national territory and the potential for renewed violence is
considerable. Assad's continued survival has come at the cost of deep
dependency on Iran and Russia; his is now, arguably, a vassal state.
This means that the country will remain in crisis for the foreseeable
future, even if the full-scale civil war phase has come to an end. In his
last chapter, Rabinovich will recommend policy options for the U.S"--
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Sommario/riassunto Unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) are being increasingly used in
different applications in both military and civilian domains. These
applications include surveillance, reconnaissance, remote sensing,
target acquisition, border patrol, infrastructure monitoring, aerial
imaging, industrial inspection, and emergency medical aid. Vehicles
that can be considered autonomous must be able to make decisions
and react to events without direct intervention by humans. Although
some UAVs are able to perform increasingly complex autonomous
manoeuvres, most UAVs are not fully autonomous; instead, they are
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mostly operated remotely by humans. To make UAVs fully autonomous,
many technological and algorithmic developments are still required. For
instance, UAVs will need to improve their sensing of obstacles and
subsequent avoidance. This becomes particularly important as
autonomous UAVs start to operate in civilian airspaces that are
occupied by other aircraft. The aim of this volume is to bring together
the work of leading researchers and practitioners in the field of
unmanned aerial vehicles with a common interest in their autonomy.
The contributions that are part of this volume present key challenges
associated with the autonomous control of unmanned aerial vehicles,
and propose solution methodologies to address such challenges,
analyse the proposed methodologies, and evaluate their performance.


