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Both compounds and multi-word expressions are complex lexical



units, made up of at least two constituents. The most basic difference
is that the former are morphological objects and the latter result from
syntactic processes. However, the exact demarcation between
compounds and multi-word expressions differs greatly from language
to language and is often a matter of debate in and across languages.
Similarly debated is whether and how these two different kinds of units
complement or compete with each other. The volume presents an
overview of compounds and multi-word expressions in a variety of
European languages. Central questions that are discussed for each
language concern the formal distinction between compounds and
multi-word expressions, their formation and their status in lexicon and
grammar. The volume contains chapters on German, English, Dutch,
French, Italian, Spanish, Greek, Russian, Polish, Finnish, and Hungarian
as well as a contrastive overview with a focus on German. It brings
together insights from word-formation theory, phraseology and theory
of grammar and aims to contribute to the understanding of the lexicon,
both from a language-specific and cross-linguistic perspective.



