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This elegant and provocative book is perhaps more important now than
when it was first published. The three essays that comprised the first
edition developed a remarkable discourse between ancient Greek and
modern conceptions of democracy, in the belief that each society could
help us understand the other. To the original three essays, Sir M.I.
Finley has added two that clarify and elaborate the thinking of the first
edition. The two new essays, "Athenian Dialogues" and "Censorship in
Classical Antiquity" combine with "Leaders and Followers," "Democracy,
Consensus, and the National Interest," "Socrates and After" to make this
book an unusual inquiry. Few contemporary writers are able to bring to
the subject the depth of learning and the persuasive power of language
that Sir M.I. Finley brings.
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