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A free open access ebook is available upon publication. Learn more at
www.luminosoa.org.The Emergence of Modern Hinduism argues for the
importance of regional, vernacular innovation in processes of Hindu
modernization. Scholars usually trace the emergence of modern
Hinduism to cosmopolitan reform movements, producing accounts that
overemphasize the centrality of elite religion and the influence of
Western ideas and models. In this study, the author considers religious
change on the margins of colonialism by looking at an important local
figure, the Tamil Shaiva poet and mystic Ramalinga Swami (1823-
1874). Weiss narrates a history of Hindu modernization that
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demonstrates the transformative role of Hindu ideas, models, and
institutions, making this text essential for scholarly audiences of South
Asian history, religious studies, Hindu studies, and South Asian studies.
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Despite being described for the first time more than 110 years ago,
Chagas disease (caused by the parasite Trypanosoma cruzi) persists as
one of the most neglected tropical diseases. This persistent neglect of
those affected by this disease is evidenced by the ongoing scientific
evidence gaps, the difficulty of incorporating new diagnostic and
treatment technologies into the market, and public health failures to
ensure timely access to diagnosis and treatment associated with the
development of consistent surveillance and control actions. As a result,
there is a high burden of morbidity and mortality, and poor quality of
life, poverty, stigma, and a fear of death persist for affected people,
both in endemic areas in Latin America, and in non-endemic areas.
This book spans a variety of disciplines and contributes significantly to
reducing the gap in scientific knowledge on Chagas disease, towards
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030.



