
UNINA99103380464033211. Record Nr.

Titolo Rethinking the Value of Democracy [[electronic resource] ] : A
Comparative Perspective / / by Renske Doorenspleet

Pubbl/distr/stampa Cham : , : Springer International Publishing : , : Imprint : Palgrave
Macmillan, , 2019

ISBN 3-319-91656-4

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (IX, 266 p. 2 illus.)

Collana The Theories, Concepts and Practices of Democracy

Disciplina 321.8

Soggetti Democracy
Comparative politics
Political theory
Comparative Politics
Political Theory

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Edizione [1st ed. 2019.]

Livello bibliografico

Nota di bibliografia

Nota di contenuto

Includes bibliographical references and index.

Sommario/riassunto

1. Why Democracy? -- 2. The Numerical Value of Democracy: League
Tables, Scores and Trends -- 3. Democracy and Interstate War -- 4.
Democracy and Civil War -- 5. Democracy and Corruption -- 6.
Democracy and Development -- 7. Conclusion: Rethinking the Value of
Democracy.
This book is the first comprehensive analysis of the instrumental value
of democracy in a comparative perspective. Based on extensive
analyses of quantitative studies from different disciplines, it explores
both the expected beneficial and harmful impact of democracy.
Democracy’s reputation as delivering peace and development while
controlling corruption is an important source of its own legitimacy. Yet,
as this book acutely demonstrates, the arguments tend to be
normatively driven interventions in ideologically charged policy
debates. The book argues that we need neither a utopian framing of
democracy as delivering all ‘good things’ in politics nor a cynical one
that emphasizes only the ‘dangerous underbelly’ of this form of
government. The author also raises critical questions about the value of
the study of democracy: the choice for particular concepts and
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measures, the unknown mechanisms, and the narrow focus on specific
instrumental values. This volume will be necessary reading for anyone
interested in debates on democracy in the contemporary global
context.


