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A penetrating look into the extreme plutocracy Vladimir Putin has
created and its implications for Russia's future This insightful study
explores how the economic system Vladimir Putin has developed in
Russia works to consolidate control over the country. By appointing his
close associates as heads of state enterprises and by giving control of
the FSB and the judiciary to his friends from the KGB, he has enriched
his business friends from Saint Petersburg with preferential
government deals. Thus, Putin has created a super wealthy and loyal
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plutocracy that owes its existence to authoritarianism. Much of this
wealth has been hidden in offshore havens in the United States and the
United Kingdom, where companies with anonymous owners and black
money transfers are allowed to thrive. Though beneficial to a select
few, this system has left Russia's economy in untenable stagnation,
which Putin has tried to mask through military might.
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This book examines the UK prime minister’s political leadership in the
domestic executive. By offering a comparative study of the political
leadership of James Callaghan, Margaret Thatcher, John Major and Tony
Blair with regard to European monetary policy, it challenges the thesis
that British prime ministers today have more power, resources and
autonomy than their predecessors, giving them a greater capacity to
act. Taking key European monetary policy decisions by the British
government between 1976 and 2007 as empirical cases, the book
assesses the extent to which the political leadership of each prime
minister was affected by the cabinet, the parliamentary party as well as
the media, and the extent to which he or she was able to manage these
factors. It becomes clear from this analysis that prime ministerial
predominance is not as frequent as suggested, while collective
leadership does not represent a return to cabinet government.
Moreover, particularly the party in government affects the prime
minister’s leadership by shaping his or her options on appointments
(and therefore the composition of the core executive), and through its
behaviour in parliament, e.g. through rebellions or the threat of them. .


