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Russian rural history has long been based on a 'Peasant Myth',
originating with nineteenth-century Romantics and still accepted by
many historians today. In this book, Tracy Dennison shows how
Russian society looked from below, and finds nothing like the
collective, redistributive and market-averse behaviour often attributed
to Russian peasants. On the contrary, the Russian rural population was
as integrated into regional and even national markets as many of its
west European counterparts. Serfdom was a loose garment that enabled
different landlords to shape economic institutions, especially property
rights, in widely diverse ways. Highly coercive and backward regimes
on some landlords' estates existed side-by-side with surprisingly
liberal approximations to a rule of law. This book paints a vivid and
colourful picture of the everyday reality of rural Russia before the 1861
abolition of serfdom.
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Although of high abundance, diversity and ecological importance,
meiofauna is little covered by relevant scientific media. How can this
negligence be overcome? The present treatise highlights promising
meiofauna research fields, selected both from basic and applied
science, as well as new methods that could strengthen the potential of
meiobenthology. Selected recent meiofauna studies, often supported
by rapidly advancing gene-based methods, underline the relevance and
potential of meiobenthology revealing characteristics and harassments
of ecosystems, not the least in extreme habitats. Also in the more
classical domains such as taxonomy and phylogeny, progress in
meiobenthos research defines a new and deeper scientific
understanding.
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