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revealed — a synthesis of the information.

Since very early times Sirius was a point of attraction in the night sky. It
served to synchronize calendars in antiquity and was the subject of
many myths and legends, including some modern ones. It was
perceived as a red star for more than 400 years, but such reports were
relegated to the Mediterranean region. Astronomically, Sirius is a very
bright star. This, and its present close distance to us, argues in favor of
it being the target of detailed studies of stellar structure and evolution.
Its binary nature, with a companion that is one of the more massive
white dwarfs, is an additional reason for such studies. This book
collects the published information on Sirius in an attempt to derive a
coherent picture of how this system came to look as it does.
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1. Introduction -- 2. Researching Disasters: Theories for a Case Study
-- 3. History Seen Through the Slums: The Southern Question and the
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This book examines the long-lasting consequences of the Messina
earthquake, a disaster that struck the city of Messina, Sicily, in 1908.
The quake killed 86,000 people and destroyed one of the most
important port cities in the Mediterranean. The authors argue that
contemporary notions of "disaster economy" and "shock economy" are
not specifically features of the present. On the contrary, the elements
that characterize contemporary disaster-related speculative processes
were largely active at the very beginning of the past century and helped



the formation of the present. In addition to considering the historical
significance of the earthquake, the authors pay particular attention to
the impact of the earthquake on the structural victims of this enduring
disaster: the members of the marginal class of people that emerged
from the reconstruction. Through the biographical analysis of the
inhabitants of shacks and projects, the study analyzes the
intergenerational continuity of thesubaltern urban experience.
Domenica Farinella, PhD, is a Lecturer in Economic Sociology at the
University of Messina, Italy. Pietro Saitta, PhD, is a Senior Lecturer in
Sociology at the University of Messina, Italy.



