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Basil Macdonald Hastings’s dramatization of Joseph Conrad’s Victory
enjoyed a run of over eighty performances at London’s Globe Theatre
in 1919 with actor-producer Marie Löhr in the role of Lena. It remains
the most successful stage adaptation of Conrad’s fiction and Conrad
himself was closely involved in the development of the script. This
generously illustrated volume presents the complete script of
Macdonald Hastings’s play, the collected theatre reviews of the
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production, and the stage censor’s confidential report on the script.
The volume also features a substantial introduction placing the original
novel and its subsequent dramatization in a stimulating critical and
cultural context.
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Chapter 1: Introduction -- Chapter 2: Conditional sentences,
conditional thoughts -- Chapter 3: Biscuit conditionals, conditional
speech acts and speech-act conditionals -- Chapter 4: Beyond the
conditional sentence and towards cognitive reality -- Chapter 5: In
search of linguistic and contextual constraints on primary meanings --
Chapter 6: Routes to enrichment -- Chapter 7: Towards a pragmatic
category of conditionals -- 8. The need for a contextualist outlook on
the study of conditionals.
This book proposes a semantic theory of conditionals that can account
for (i) the variability in usages that conditional sentences can be put;
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and (ii) both conditional sentences of the form 'if p, q' and those
conditional thoughts that are expressed without using 'if'. It presents
theoretical arguments as well as empirical evidence from English and
other languages in support of the thesis that an adequate study of
conditionals has to go beyond an analysis of specific sentence forms or
lexical items. The resulting perspective on conditionals is one in which
conditionality is located at a higher level than that of the sentence;
namely, at the level of thought. The author argues that it is only
through adopting such a perspective, and with it, a commitment to
context-dependent semantics, that we can successfully represent
conditional utterances as they are used and understood by ordinary
language users. It will be of interest to students and scholars working
on the semantics of conditionals in the fields of linguistics (especially
semantics and pragmatics) and philosophy of language. Chi-Hé Elder is
Lecturer in Linguistics in the School of Politics, Philosophy and
Language and Communication Studies at the University of East Anglia,
UK. Her research interests lie in the relationship between post-Gricean
pragmatics and interactional pragmatics, with a particular focus on the
semantics and pragmatics of conditionals.


