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This fascinating study examines America's complex and confusing
history of arguing with itself over religion and secularism, God and
politics, church and state. Hundreds of books are devoted to the ever-
timely subject of the separation of church and state in America, but
none does exactly what Christian Nation?: The United States in Popular
Perception and Historical Reality does. Unlike other studies, this
intriguing examination asks the right questions, defines the terms of
the debate, explores the widely diverging points of view with equal
respect for all sides, and provides insightful commentary and factual
conclusions that cut through the clutter. The book begins with several
questions: Is the United States a "Christian Nation?" Has it ever been?
Was it ever meant to be? What did the Founding Fathers say? How has
this issue been interpreted by various individuals and factions over the
centuries? The author then surveys the vast literature on this topic,
including the U.S. Constitution and Declaration of Independence and
the competing and/or complimentary views of various Founding
Fathers to arrive at the answers-and, at long last, the truth.


