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Perhaps the leading Western intellectual of his time, Jean-Paul Sartre
has written highly influential works in a diverse number of subject
areas: philosophy, literature, biography, autobiography, and the theory
of history. The concise and lucidly-written A Preface to Sartre discusses
the French philosopher's contributions in all of these fields. Making
imaginative use of the insights of some of the most important
contemporary French thinkers (notably Jacques Derrida), Dominick
LaCapra seeks to bring about an active confrontation between Sartre
and his critics in terms that transcend the opposition between
existentialism and structuralism. Referring wherever appropriate to
important events in Sartre's life, he illuminates such difficult works as
Being and Nothingness and the Critique of Dialectical Reason, and
places Sartre in relation to the traditions that he has explicitly rejected.
LaCapra also offers close and sensitive interpretations of Nausea, of the
autobiography, The Words, and of Sartre's biographical studies of
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Baudelaire, Genet, and Flaubert. "I envision intellectual history," writes
laCapra, "as a critical, informed, and stimulating conversation with the
past through the medium of the texts of major thinkers. Who else in
our recent past is a more fascinating interlocutor than Sartre?"
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This book reveals the economic motivations underpinning colonial,
neocolonial and neoliberal eras of global capitalism that are
represented in critiques of inequality in postcolonial fiction. Today's
economic inequality, suffered disproportionately by indigenous and
minority groups of postcolonial societies in both developed and
developing countries, is a direct outcome of the colonial-era imposition
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of capitalist structures and practices. The longue durée, world-systems
approach in this study reveals repeating patterns and trends in the
mechanics of capitalism that create and maintain inequality. As well as
this, it reveals the social and cultural beliefs and practices that justify
and support inequality, yet equally which resist and condemn it.
Through analysis of narrative representations of wealth accumulation
and ownership, structures of internal inequality between the rich and
the poor within cultural communities, and the psychology of capitalism
that engenders particular emotions and behaviour, this study brings
postcolonial literary economics to the neoliberal debate, arguing for the
important contribution of the imaginary to the pressing issue of
economic inequality and its solutions.


