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L’histoire médiévale du Saint Empire romain germanique offre une
séquence a la fois emblématique et singuliére dans sa partie sud-
ouest, entre Vosges et Forét-Noire, I'Oberrhein : aucune unité politique
pendant le siécle qui sépare la disparition des Staufen et la
reconstruction impériale de Charles IV (entre 1250 et 1350 environ). Ce
paysage politique émietté correspondait parfaitement a la géographie
impériale. En revanche, I'Oberrhein montre une véritable cohérence
dans son mode de vie, sa langue et sa dynamique économique. D’ou
vient cet étonnant paradoxe d’une entité de vie sans unité politique ? L’
analyse des pouvoirs princiers, ecclésiastiques ou laiques tente d’
expliquer dans un premier temps pourquoi il n'y eut pas de comte de I’
Oberrhein. Puis, I'étude se porte sur les terroirs qui ont modelé une
distribution et une occupation de I'espace, caractérisées par la densité
et 'abondance. Le réseau des petites villes, enfin, évoluant d’alliances
informelles en ligues, permet de comprendre 'originalité de cette
région aux campagnes urbanisées et aux cités rurales. Cette séquence
de I'histoire se termine par la réussite du regroupement territorial des
Habsbourg, et le retour d’'un pouvoir impérial qui va instrumentaliser

en 1354 le réseau des villes en créant la Décapole.
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Introduction: Beckett in America: 'somehow not the right country' --
Chapter 1: The Evergreen Review: Beckett and the American
‘underground’ -- Chapter 2: Robert Coover, Donald Barthelme and

Metafictional Style After Beckett: Problems and Pratfalls -- Chapter 3:
Opposing Tendencies in the Exhaustive Fiction of Samuel Beckett and
Thomas Pynchon: 'Between zero and one' -- Chapter 4: Don Delillo's
Reinvention of 'Beckett World' -- Chapter 5: Paul Auster, Lydia Davis
and Beckett's Post-millennial Legacies -- Conclusion: a 'postmodern
icon'?
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Samuel Beckett's Legacies in American Fiction provides an overdue
investigation into Beckett's rich influences over American writing.
Through in-depth readings of postmodern authors, Robert Coover,
Donald Barthelme, Thomas Pynchon, Don DelLillo, Paul Auster and Lydia
Davis, this book situates Beckett's post-war writing of exhaustion and
generation in relation to the emergence of an explosive American
avant-garde. In turn, this book provides a valuable insight into the
practical realities of Beckett's dissemination in America, following the
author's long-standing relationship with the countercultural magazine
Evergreen Review and its dramatic role in redrawing the possibilities of
American culture in the 1960s. While Beckett would be largely removed
from his American context, this book follows his vigorous, albeit
sometimes awkward, reception alongside the authors and institutions
central to shaping his legacies in 20th and 21st century America.
Everyone knows Beckett's influence is global, but this is the first study
to examine his influence on fiction in America with the thoroughness
the topic deserves. It is a fresh, lucid, and necessary book, which sheds
fascinating new light not just on Beckett but on postmodernism and its
legacy. Bran Nicol, Professor of English Literature, University of Surrey
James Baxter has achieved brilliant new insights about Beckett's legacy
by carefully tracing some of the contexts and engagements created by
his presence in American writing. This book has important implications,
not just within the fields of Beckett Studies and modern American
fiction, but also more broadly with regard to thinking about literary
influence. Professor Steven Matthews (University of Reading).



