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Sommario/riassunto Cet ouvrage interroge le moment où, entre 1780 et 1860, la
géographie se structure en champ scientifique et académique
indépendant en Europe, et particulièrement en France, en Prusse et en
Grande-Bretagne. Au même moment dans ces trois pays, des
géographes travaillent à ce que leur champ d’étude soit enfin considéré
comme une science à part entière.  Ce processus de construction à la
fois scientifique et disciplinaire est profondément marqué par l’héritage
des Lumières et l’esprit universaliste, mais, parallèlement, il se trouve
également influencé et informé par le contexte politique. Les savoirs
géographiques sont en effet investis d’une valeur stratégique
grandissante : ils jouent un rôle majeur dans les idéologies et actions
politiques des États.  Par le croisement de sources de différentes
natures, par l’articulation d’une approche internaliste et externaliste, ce
livre s’inscrit dans le champ du spatial turn.  By examining a moment in
the history of geography, this book straddles both disciplines. Its aim is
to study a period, namely Europe between 1780 and 1860, where
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geography was gradually gaining the status of a fully-fledged scientific
field in Europe, thanks to renewed institutional and academic
principles, especially in France, Prussia and Great Britain. At the same
time, geographers in these three European countries stove to have their
field finally recognised as a proper science on a par, for instance, with
history or mathematics. This scientific and academic development of a
recognised geographical field was influenced by a universalistic spirit, a
legacy of the European Enlightenment, but it was also deeply influenced
by the political context. Between 1785 and 1860, geographical
knowledge was recognised as strategic: it played a major role in
national politics and, therefore, in the elaboration of the different
policies developed in this period. This book is of interest, therefore, to
geographers and historians or historians of science.
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"Development studies is in a state of flux. A new generation of scholars
has come to reject what was once regarded as accepted wisdom, and
increasingly regard development and globalization as part of a
continuum with colonialism, premised on the same reductionist
assumption that progress and growth are objective facts that can be
fostered, measured, assessed and controlled. Drawing on a variety of
theoretical perspectives and approaches, this book explores the ways in
which social movements in the Global South are rejecting Western-
centric notions of development and modernization, as well as creating
their own alternatives. By assessing development theories from the
perspective of subaltern groups and movements, the contributors posit
a new notion of development 'from below', one in which these
movements provide new ways of imagining social transformation, and a
way out of the 'developmental dead end' that has so far characterized
post-development approaches. Beyond Colonialism, Development and
Globalization therefore represents a radical break with the prevailing
narrative of modernization, and points to a bold new direction for



development studies."--


